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I N I T I A T I V E  P E T I T I O N

The Elections Division received a draft ballot title from the Attorney General on September 20, 2019, 
for Initiative Petition 2020-044, proposed for the November 3, 2020, General Election. 

Caption 
Decriminalizes personal, non-commercial possession of most drugs; establishes fund to create 
addiction recovery centers 

Chief Petitioners 
Anthony Johnson 5704 N Missouri Avenue Portland, OR 97203 
Haven Wheelock 4231 SE 33rd Place Portland, OR 97202 
Janie Gullickson 22092 S Dans Avenue Beavercreek, OR 97004 

Comments 
Written comments concerning the legal sufficiency of the draft ballot title may be submitted to the 
Elections Division. Comments will be delivered to the Attorney General for consideration when 
certifying the ballot title. 

Additionally, the Secretary of State is seeking public input on whether the petition complies with the 
procedural constitutional requirements established in the Oregon Constitution for initiative petitions. 
The Secretary will review any procedural constitutional comments received by the deadline and make 
a determination whether the petition complies with constitutional requirements. 

To be considered, draft ballot title comments and procedural constitutional requirement comments 
must be received in their entirety by the Elections Division no later than 5 pm. 

Comments Due 
October 4, 2019 

How to Submit 
Scan and Email: irrlistnotifier.sos@oregon.gov 
Fax: 503.373.7414 
Mail: 255 Capitol St NE Ste 501, Salem OR 97310 

More information, including the draft ballot title and text of the petition, is contained in the IRR 
Database available at www.oregonvotes.gov.
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September 20, 2019 

 

 

Stephen N. Trout 

Director, Elections Division 

Office of the Secretary of State 

255 Capitol St. NE, Suite 501 

Salem, OR 97310 

 

Re: Proposed Initiative Petition — Decriminalizes Personal, Non-Commercial Possession of 

Most Drugs; Establishes Fund to Create Addiction Recovery Centers. 
 

 DOJ File #BT-44-19; Elections Division #2020-044 

 

Dear Mr. Trout: 

 

 We have prepared and hereby provide to you a draft ballot title for the above-referenced 

prospective initiative petition.  The proposed measure relates to controlled substances. 

 

 Written comments from the public are due to you within ten business days after your 

receipt of this draft title.  A copy of all written comments provided to you should be forwarded to 

this office immediately thereafter. 

 

 A copy of the draft ballot title is enclosed. 

 

    Sincerely, 

 

    /s/  Megan Bradley                               

    Megan Bradley 

    Paralegal 

Enclosure 

   

Anthony Johnson 

5704 N Missouri Avenue 

Portland, OR 97203 

Haven Wheelock 

4231 SE 33
rd

 Place 

Portland, OR 97202 

Janie Gullickson 

22092 S Dans Avenue  

Beavercreek, OR 97004 
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ELLEN F. ROSENBLUM 
Attorney General 

FREDERICK M. BOSS 
Deputy Attorney General 
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DRAFT BALLOT TITLE 

 

Decriminalizes personal, non-commercial possession of most drugs; establishes fund 

to create addiction recovery centers 

 

 Result of “Yes” Vote:  “Yes” vote decriminalizes personal, non-commercial drug 

possession; establishes fund creating addiction recovery centers; creates advisory council 

to distribute funds/oversee centers; Secretary of State audits. 

 

 Result of “No” Vote:  “No” vote retains laws classifying personal possession of 

drugs listed in Controlled Substances Act Schedules I through IV as a Class A or C 

misdemeanor. 

 

 Summary:    Currently, personal, non-commercial possession of drugs listed in 

Schedule I, II, III, or IV of federal Controlled Substances Act is Class A or C 

misdemeanor.  Measure deletes criminal penalties, classifies possession as Class E 

violation subject to $100 fine or completed health assessment by an “addiction recovery 

center” (center).  Measure creates “Drug Treatment and Recovery Services Fund” 

financed by legislative appropriations, Oregon Marijuana Account allocations, and any 

savings resulting from reductions in arrests, incarceration, supervision.  Creates advisory 

council to oversee and approve grants to existing agencies or organizations to create 

centers within each existing coordinated care organization service area by October 1, 

2021.  Oregon Health Authority establishes council to distribute grants from Fund and 

oversee implementation of centers.  Secretary of State audits biennially.  Other 

provisions.   
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